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Introduction
The subsequent, third volume of ,,The Limnological Review" contains publications relating to limnological issues which will be discussed at the forthcoming VII Limnological Conference ,,The Natural and Anthropogenic Transformations of Lakes" organized on 9-11 October 2003 by the Institute of Geography of Akademia Swiętokrzyska in Kielce. This conference continues a series of limnological conferences organized by various research centres in Poland in the years 1997-2002.
The results of limnological investigations, relating to the lakes of Poland and the neighbouring countries: Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine have been presented so far at conferences organized by Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań (1997), Gdańsk University (1998), Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and the Institute of Meteorology and Water Economy (1999), Warminsko-Mazurski University (2000), Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń (2001) as well as Maria Curie Sklodowska University in Lublin (2002). These research centres have a long-term tradition and experience in limnological investigations. The Institute of Geography of Akademia Świętokrzyska in Kielce has not yet such experience.
The Świętokrzyski Region, whose central part is covered by the Świętokrzyskie Mountains, seems to be completely devoid of natural inland water reservoirs - lakes. Until recently it was believed that in the period of the formation of the sculpture of this area in variable climate by the Pleistocene and the Holocene from the Quaternary, there were no conditions for the formation of greater terrain depressions without outflow, which could be transformed into water reservoirs. However, detailed investigations have shown that a few dozen small, shallow and most often oval

lakes occur in the Świętokrzyski Region. Such a considerable accumulation of lakes entitles the area of their occurrence to be referred to as the Świętokrzyski Lake District. However, this name cannot function in regional sense (Kondracki. 1957, 1968), but ,,as the area of occurrence of a large quantity of natural water reservoirs of a very specific, uniform origin" (Jaskowski. Soltysik. 2000).
As a result of detailed field investigations and geomorphologic surveying, it has been established that these lakes are genetically connected with eolian processes, which occurred very intensively in this area at the decline of the Pleistocene and at the beginning of the Holocene. With regard to their origin, lakes and the neighbouring areas create very specific water-peat-dune geoecosystems with fauna and flora distinct from the surrounding areas. They are very susceptible to anthropressure and they require special protection.
The research workers of the Institute of Geography, assisted by the Geography Students' Research Group, carried out investigations of lakes in the Świętokrzyski Region. Inventory stock​taking is continued, and morphometric investigations as well as investigations into physico-chemical properties of lake waters and the degree of anthropogenic transformation have been begun.
The Limnologic Conference in the Świętokrzyski Region will be an opportunity to present local lakes to the wide circle of limnologists. We hope that this Conference will also be a forum for presenting the results of the most recent limnological investigations and the exchange of opinions and experience.
Bartlomiej Jaskowski
